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MALMESBURY and DISTRICT GARDEN CLUB 

November/December NEWSLETTER 2017 

www.malmesburygardenclub.org.uk 

 

Chair and Secretary – Ellie Church 

Contributions for the Newsletter may be sent to the Editor: argoodall1952@hotmail.co.uk 

  

 
 

JOTTINGS FROM THE CHAIR . . . .  

Autumn is well and truly here. The trees and 
landscape are covered in fabulous shades of 
green, orange and red. The air smells of autumn as 
well. Now is the time when we should be busy in 
the garden, cutting back, planting and pruning. 
Time to plant bulbs and shrubs, and begin to move 
more tender plants to the greenhouse to 
overwinter.  

A reminder: the AGM will be on 11 December in 
Charlton Village Hall. We shall be having a buffet 
and social evening after the business is over. Look 
forward to seeing you there. 

Ellie Church – Chair  

 

SPREAD A LITTLE HAPPINESS . . . .  

Earlier in the year the Club gave 120 packets of sunflower seeds to the Junior School – a packet for 
every child in years 2 and 3.  A letter of thanks reads: 

"We received lots of photos and news of successful growing projects. Our 
tallest sunflower was 295cm! We were able to announce it in assembly 
and award the top grower a prize. Thank you for suggesting the 
competition and providing all the seeds for us."  

In fact the club bought a few packets of seeds as part of our seed order, we 
repacked the seeds five to each envelope – the whole thing cost our club about £17 
– and we made a lot of little people happy.  Please look out for the Green Token Box in Waitrose 
during November, you can help raise funds for the school gardening club.  

Derek 

 

A CHRISTMAS TREAT ? 

In the summer after leaving school, a 19 year old boy was turned down by Oxford 
and so he decided to get a job stacking shelves in Waitrose to support him taking 
a year out to travel all over the British Isles to find and photograph every one of 
our 52 native orchids. As they flowered at different times he had to criss-cross 
the country in his clapped out car. He has published a lovely little book full of 
laugh-out-loud humour and interesting botanical information. You don't have to 
be interested in orchids, it's really about a young man and his search for 
happiness. He did get to Oxford and is currently a PhD student at Kew. This lovely 
little book is called The Orchid Hunter, and if ever you were going to treat yourself 
at Christmas – this is it. I can also guarantee that you will never lend this book to 
anyone.   

Derek 

http://www.malmesburygardenclub.org.uk/
mailto:argoodall1952@hotmail.co.uk
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MEETINGS – EVENTS – ACTIVITIES 

 

Monday 13 November 2017 

7.30pm in the Charlton Village Hall 

‘Travels in search of remarkable plants’ 

Robert Harvey 

Robert Harvey is a photographer. This talk presents 

extraordinary flora in their natural habitats in six continents 

 

Monday 11 December 2017 

7.30pm in the Charlton Village Hall 

Annual General Meeting 

Followed by a 
Buffet and Social Evening 

 

Monday 8 January 2018  

7.30pm in the Charlton Village Hall 

‘Herbs to aid the gardener’ 

Christina Stapley  

Christina practised as a medical herbalist. She has written 

three books about herbs 

 

Monday 12 February 2018  

7.30pm in the Charlton Village Hall 

‘Talks on conifers’ 

Jenny Tidman  

Jenny began her gardening career at Hampton Court Palace 

and has given us some interesting talks in the past 

 

Monday 12 March 2018  

7.30pm in the Charlton Village Hall 

‘Plants of the season’ 

Paul runs his own nursery and has shrubs from around the 

world 

 

Monday 9 April 2018  

7.30pm in the Charlton Village Hall 

‘The buttercup family, Ranunculaceae’ 

Rachel is a retired lecturer in horticulture and garden history 

 

 

 

Tasks for November/December  

              
 
 Plant out roses  

 Prune climbing roses  

 Cut down herbaceous plants – fork in 
bonemeal  

 Plant lilies – place sand beneath and plant at a 
45º angle  

 Cut down tall bedding roses by ½ to stop wind 
rock  

 Divide herbaceous plants discarding centre  

 Spray chrysanthemums against mildew  

 Lift gladioli and dry off in frost proof place  

 Pinch out September grown sweet peas  

 Plant fruit trees  

 Spray all fruit trees with winter wash  

 Plant raspberry canes – try autumn fruiting 
Zeva 

 Clear rotting brassica leaves and other rotting 
vegetable matter  

 Dig empty veg. areas and leave rough over 
winter  

 Complete planting of all spring flowering bulbs  

 Regularly check stored bulbs and tubers  

 Place mouse bait where necessary – protect 
from domestic animals  

 Lag all outside taps or turn off where possible. 
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 FROM THE GARDEN by KEITH  
 

 

 

Comments from the garden . . . . 

Dry season to start, but then constant rain on and 
off, no flooding, the ground was perfect for 
sowing seeds so no complaints about the weather. 
But it’s been difficult to keep the weeds down 
with the ground always wet.  

Reflections . . . . 

As I said, a wet summer season. Yes, some quite 
sunny warm days but working outside every week 
it was a problem mowing and weedkilling. All the 
flower borders I look after were a riot of colour, 
the height of some plants exceeded their normal 
height. One thing, having put in a new border this 
spring, all the plants took and grew well without 
having to constantly water them. Slugs did cause a 
few problems, especially on the delphiniums. I 
have tried many ways to deter slugs – grit, soot, to 
name just a few. Creating somewhere dark for 
them to go during the day, like short pipes, small 
piles of stones or wood, makes it easier to find 
and dispose of them. I hate using slug pellets if I 
can help it.  

I grow many plants in pots, such as penstemon, 
zantedeschia (calla lilies) and hydrangeas, 
especially blue  ones – you need to give them an 

iron feed to keep them blue, also a lime-free 
compost will help. All plants in pots are re-potted 
every third year. My hydrangeas this year were 
five feet high with 12” wide flower heads. October 
is normally the time to cut back all your border 

plants; it’s also a good time, if you have old 
clumps of plants, to divide them. Discard the 
centre of the plants and use the newer growth 
around the edge; replant, forking in a small 
amount of slow-acting fertilizer (bonemeal). This 
can be done during November and December, 
weather permitting. 

Keith’s choice plant . . . .  

Penstemon var. sour 
grapes:  large-leaved 
perennial; pinkish 
purple flowers tinged 
green are produced in 
bunched clusters from 
mid summer to 
autumn. A hardy 
variety reaching a 
height of 2ft. 

 

Pests’ paradise . . . . 

Holly  leaf  miner:  irregular yellowish purple 
blotches are found on the upper leaf surface. They 
are from the larvae of a small fly that lays its eggs 
in early summer. This fly has little impact on the 
health and vigour of hollies, the loss of the odd 
leaf is part of the plants normal loss. Holly leaf 
miner has to be tolerated as insecticides do not 
penetrate the thick waxy surface of the holly 
leaves.  

Plants to enjoy in November/December  

Arbutus unedo, (strawberry tree), Acer griseum (peeling 
bark), Jasminum nudiflorum, Mahonia, heathers, Garrya 
elliptica, Ilex (holly), Sorbu, (mountain ash). 
 

 

Bulbs to enjoy November/ December 

Galanthus (snowdrops), Nerine bowdenii, Iris 
unguicularis, Narcissus varieties: Paper white and Soleil-
d’or. 
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FROM THE VEGETABLE PLOT by KEITH 
 

 

 
 

 

Comments from the veg plot . . . .  

A productive season: even the mildew on late-
sown peas was only slight. Also, by now carrot fly 
damage would be showing itself but there is very 
little so far [late October]. Water butts were 
hardly used – in pots, yes, but not on the 
vegetable plot; only once or twice that I can 
remember. 

Reflections . . . .  

I think this must 
have been the 
wettest ground I 
have ever dug up 
my main crop 
potatoes in; the 
mud clung to the 
potatoes and it 
took two weeks for 
them to dry 
enough to bag up. As I said in the 
September/October newsletter, I have tried a new 
potato to me called Sarpo, reputed to be blight 
resistant. True to their word they were, although 
beware if you plant them next to a variety of 
potato that is susceptible to blight: if the leaves 
touch there will be a small amount of brown 
blotching on their leaves. I have to say I grew four 
varieties of Sarpo potatoes, two early maincrop, S. 
Blue Danube and S. kifli, and two main crop, S. 
Axona and S. Mira. All were red varieties except S. 

kifli, which was 
creamy skinned. A 
very good crop of 
large and medium 
sized potatoes was 
had from all 
varieties, with no 
slug damage. A very 
good variety – no 
blight, a good all 

round potato in the kitchen, amazing taste and a 
very good cropper. I will be growing all varieties 
next year and, guess what, also a new variety to 
me, S. una, a second early variety. My main crop 
carrot was Autumn  King 2, which I dug up for 
storing mid September. They were grown 
between my onion crop and I think it helped 

prevent too much carrot fly- they hate the smell of 
onions. Because of the wet season there were a 
lot of large carrots which should see us through 
the winter. One crop that really was exceptional 
was the sweet corn, the variety grown was 
Conqueror f1, very large cobs with yellow corn 
right up to the end, and it will freeze well. The 
crop was picked mid October. 

Seasonal  activities . . . .  
With storage of vegetables completed any ground 
that was used can now be dug up for the winter 
and left rough for the frost to break down. Winter 
crops like leeks and brassicas (cabbage etc) should 
be kept weed-free  and any vegetable matter, 
fallen and rotten leaves lying around should be 
removed: there’s nothing worse than the smell of 
rotting cabbage leaves! As the tall tops of 
Jerusalem artichokes die down, cut down to about 
one foot; this will help when lifting them for use. 
Check all stored vegetables at least once a month, 
should a potato go bad in the bag it will affect any 
potato it is touching. If you hang up your onions 
these should also be looked at and any going soft 
removed. Beetroot and carrots stored in a sand 
and peat mixture should be fine so long as when 
stored they were not touching one another. 
Marrows stored should be OK up to Christmas; I 
find they start to rot about this time.  

Pruning of soft fruit can begin now, such as 
currants, loganberries, tayberries and 
blackcurrants. Cut all leaves off strawberry plants 
as this will remove any diseased leaves if present. 
Cut out all old fruited canes of raspberries and tie 
in the new.   

Keith’s choice vegetable . . . . 

 
Cucumber var. crystal apple:   What a crop 
(outside)! Apple sized, ready when outer skin is 
golden in colour. Highly recommended. Crops 
from June to October. Will climb on a trellis or can 
be left to do its own thing. Available in most 
catalogues. 
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Pests’ paradise . . . .  

Woolly aphid:  found on many plants, but mostly 
on apple trees. When pruning in December & 
January, a white fluffy substance can be seen in 
crevices on branches. If not sprayed by early 
summer the aphids will have spread to new parts 
of the tree. Adjust the nozzle on your sprayer to a 
jet setting as a fine mist will not penetrate the 

fluffy waxy substance around the aphids. Any 
insecticide should clear the problem. 

Some vegetables to enjoy in 
November/December 

Leeks, Brussels sprouts, savoy cabbage, Jerusalem 
artichokes, curly kale, parsnips, swede, spinach, turnips. 
From store: carrots, onions, shallots, potatoes, marrow      

 
 

 

ADVANCE NOTICE 
The Garden Club Plant Sale is on 

Saturday 26 MAY 2018 
 

The Dobies seed orders have to be in by the end of November. 
When placing your seed order think ahead and order a little extra for the sale. 

Graham Rees 

 
 
 

PAM HALL . . . .  

It is with sadness that we report the passing of a lifelong member of our club, Pam Hall. We extend 
our most sincere condolences to Ted. Pam died peacefully in hospital just a few days before her 
88th birthday. Pam and Ted were active members of the Garden Club for most of their married life, 
a marriage which they shared for over 62 years.  

An enthusiastic and knowledgeable gardener, Pam created a lovely garden – one of the largest in 
the town, a garden with sweeping views down to the river Avon. There are not many who can say 
they have swans nesting each year at the bottom of their garden. She had lived in the family house 
in Gloucester Road since 1939 when she was just a young school girl.  

Derek recalls: 'I first knew Pam back in the mid-‘60s when we both joined the committee. In those 
days the committee met in a small room over a grubby bus shelter which is now an estate agents in 
St Dennis Road. At that time the Club was called 'The Malmesbury Garden and Allotments Society', 
and listed on our membership cards was an aim of the Club: ‘To provide seeds to unemployed 
gardeners.’ In 1972 Pam became the Club secretary, typing our newsletters and show schedules on 
frail skins, correcting any small errors with some magic fluid, then attaching them onto an old 
duplicator, pouring in the ink and turning the handle as the pages of foolscap churned out. I 
remember the Club's first Harvest Supper, it was held in the Stainsbridge Hotel, now a care home. It 
was a pleasant evening, but Pam said we could do better ourselves and, with her friends Nora and 
Marcia, she started many years of what she called 'real harvest suppers'.  With cider!  

‘One of our members, Ron Poole, would give us slide shows of the gardens he had visited, very clear 
pictures, all on large glass slides. Pam recorded a well-scripted commentary which was mixed with 
suitable background music – all produced on a big Grundig tape reel deck – of course it was a 
younger Pam whose clear voice enhanced very professional presentations.’ 

Pam loved her garden and shared her love of it with us, she gave countless hours of her time to the 
club over many, many years. We have lost a friend, but Ted has lost his lifelong partner. It will help 
to support him knowing he is in our thoughts and prayers. 
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Recipe  

 

Rosehip Syrup  . . . .     

Ingredients  

1kg rosehips, washed & trimmed  
500g granulated sugar  
1.25 litre water 
 

Method 

1. Sterilise a couple of bottles and vinegar-proof screw-tops or stoppers by washing thoroughly in 
hot soapy water, rinsing well, then putting them on a tray in a low oven (at 120°C/Gas 1⁄2) to 
dry out and heat up. 

2. Roughly chop the rosehips in a food processor in batches, then transfer to a large saucepan and 
add 1.25 litres water. Bring to the boil, then turn the heat down and simmer for around 15 
minutes. Strain through a double layer of muslin, letting the pulp sit for a good half hour so that 
all the juice passes through. Wash out the muslin, or cut a fresh piece, fold to double it and pass 
the strained juice through it again. 

3. Measure the rosehip juice into a large saucepan. For every 500ml, add 325g sugar. 
4. Heat slowly, stirring, until the sugar has dissolved, then bring to the boil and boil for 3 minutes, 

skimming off any scum if necessary. Decant immediately into the prepared bottles and seal. 
Label when the bottles have cooled completely. 

Use within 4 months and refrigerate once opened. 

Recipe – River Cottage 

Ellie  
      

Editor’s Postscript . . . .  

We have received this request from Tricia Duncan of the National 
Gardens Scheme, who provides us with the regular list of NGS gardens 
open in our area: 

Dear Garden Club members 

I don’t know if anyone is able to help my friend Jenny Brisker, who works tirelessly for Save the Children and 
every May has a Plant Fair in the Shambles, Devizes with all the proceeds going to Save the Children.  See 
below: 

I am my looking for growers for Save the Children.  

If you know of anyone who loves raising plants – perennials in particular but annuals too – and might 
consider helping us I'd be very glad of the contact . . . 

So if any of your members are able to help, please do get in touch: jbrisker1@aol.com  01672 851925. 

I hope you don’t mind me sending this email instead of all the goings on in the Wiltshire National Garden Scheme 
gardens but Save the Children Fund is needed so much around the troubled world right now. 

If you are able to forward this to your members, especially if your club is reasonably close to Devizes that would 
be wonderful, to the other clubs I apologise but I hope you understand. 

Many thanks, 

Tricia Duncan 

I realise that May is when we hold our own plant sale, but if anyone does feel that they can help this 
worthwhile cause, please do get in touch with Jenny. 

Alison 

mailto:jbrisker1@aol.com

